The Short Happy Life of Francis Macomber
by Ernest Hemingway

Questions for Socratic Seminar Wednesday, February 10
1.
Describe Wilson, Francis and Francis's wife? 

2.
What can you infer with regard to each of their lifestyles?

3.
 How do Wilson, Francis and Francis’s wife react to the "lion business"? 

4. What does the lion bring out in Francis's character—as it roars in the distance, as it takes the bullets, as it makes a final charge? 

5.
How does the lion react? What's Hemingway's purpose in giving us lion's perspective? 

6. Why do Margot and Francis remain married? 

7.
Why does she sleep with Wilson—what's the attraction, is there one?

8.
 How does Francis respond?

9.
 Is there a change in how they relate to one another?

10. According to Wilson, what's the reason these folks come on safaris? 

11. When Francis and Wilson return for a drink after killing the buffalo, how does Margot react?  Why?

12. How has Francis changed at this point? What caused the change—what made him "a man"?

13. What fear causes Margot to ask, "Isn't it too late?"

14. Was Margot's shot an accident—why or why not?

15. Why does Wilson promise to defend her? 

