Senior Paper and Project
AP Literature


First semester we looked at works through critical lenses, and this semester we will view a work through philosophical lenses.  Your senior project will continue this work by presenting a 6-8 page research-based argument related to a topic of interest inspired the discussions from either the lenses or the works that you have read from the AP list (on my Weebly page).  Your paper will be presented in the form of a TED Talk.

Part I – The Paper

Option #1

Choose one aspect of either the Feminist, Marxist, or Psychoanalytic Lens from which to compare and contrast two novels this year.  For example, you could compare and contrast the oppression of the lower class individual in Brave New World and Heart of Darkness.
Option #2

Choose from either Nihilism, Utilitarianism, or Existentialism from which to compare and contrast two novels this year.  For example, you could discuss the emergence of the Existential Hero in Nothing and Heart of Darkness. 
Option #3

Create some scenario in which multiple characters from our readings come together to discuss either a philosophy or critical lens listed above.  Their discussion should be focused; avoid using so many characters that you do not delve fully into each character’s ideas.  Notice that Options #1 and #2 only deal with two novels so that the ideas can be explored fully.

Tips: 

· Choose moments in class that stood out to you.  This could be from either the literature or a particular lens.  Think of this as your ‘jumping off’ point.  

· Based on those moments, is there anything for which you could argue?  Something that you feel passionately about?  This will mean you will need to bring the topic into modern relevance.  Relevance for your audience and relevance for you personally.  

· Begin connecting your personal story, its modern relevance, the novels and the lens/philosophy.  

· Some questions to consider in this process:  What are you claiming? What are modern, current, relevant examples?  Why does your argument matter to the rest of us?  What piece(s) of literature do you want to work with?  

Part II – The Project/Ted Talk
You will present your argument to the class in the form of a TED Talk (8-10 minutes), highlighting the relevance (why does it matter?) of the text and helping us think about the ideas in some new and interesting way.  Visual elements of TED Talks enhance what the speaker is saying; please do not stand and deliver or read from Power Point slides.  Be sure you practice and have any technology worked out beforehand.  These will be presented the last two weeks of school so we do not have time for problems.  Your presentation should be engaging and unique to you.  You do not have to present everything in your paper during your TED Talk.  Incorporate your life experience and your passion into your TED Talk.  Make sure you have a strong and compelling argument.  

Timeline:

· 3/31

Option/Topic chosen 

· 4/11 & 4/13
Chrome Books
· 4/15

Annotated Bibliography with a minimum of four sources 

· 4/18

Rough Draft submitted to TII
· 4/20

Rough Draft to Class (printed from TII)

· 4/28

Final Draft to TII
· 5/3

Speech Outline 

· 5/6

Last day to revise essay (appt. with me required)
· 5/9 – 20
Project Presentations:  You MUST sign up and commit to your time.

The majority of your work will be done outside of class.  

Plagiarism, or failure to cite sources both parenthetically and in a Works Cited page will result in a 0.  




You will be expected to:


Incorporate research (at least four articles) into your essay 


Use of academic sources (either using online databases or university sources)


Write a well organized compare and contrast essay


Delve deeply into the topic for each novel that you choose. 


Use MLA Citation and Format








