A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Act 5
Interpreting Meanings - 

1. What new insight do we gain into the character of Theseus from his long opening speech in this act about the lunatic, the lover, and the poet? 

2. What is humorous about the way Quince delivers his prologue to "Pyramus and Thisby"? 

3. How does the style of Pyramus's speech beginning, "Sweet Moon, I thank thee for thy sunny beams" furnish a parody of a typical lament in tragedy or melodrama? 

4. Many readers have noted that the mythical plot of "Pyramus and Thisby" contains striking parallels to the plot of Romeo and Juliet. In that tragedy, written about the same time as A Midsummer Night's Dream, Shakespeare told the story of "star-crossed lovers," whose fateful misunderstanding of events led to their deaths by suicide. How might the subject matter of the whole play-within-a-play be linked thematically to the main plot of A Midsummer Night's Dream? What turns the play-within-a-play into a farcical variation of the main plot of Shakespeare's comedy, and into a comic inversion of the plot of Romeo and Juliet? 

5. How do Theseus and Hippolyta differ in their reactions to the play-within-a-play? How may Theseus's reaction be related to the themes of A Midsummer Nights Dream as a whole? 

6. Explain how the four main strands of Shakespeare's plot all come together in Act 5.

7. A blocking character in comedy is a straitlaced, stereotyped figure who objects to merriment and mirth as unseemly.  How is Philostrate portrayed as something of a blocking character in Act 5? What is ironic about this characterization? 

8. Egeus is conspicuous by his absence (at least from the dialogue) in Act 5. Why do you suppose Shakespeare gave him no part to play in the play's resolution?

9. What symbolism do you think the actions of Puck and Oberon in the final scene might possess? 
10. How does Puck's final speech in the play give us one last echo of the themes of acting and illusion in A Midsummer Nights Dream as a whole? 

