Name: ________________________________________________________
Period: ______
The Epic of Gilgamesh (pg. 34) is the story of King Gilgamesh or Uruk who oppresses his people. As punishment, the gods send him a companion, Enkidu, who is his mirror image and becomes his good friend.  Together, Gilagamesh and Enkidu defy the gods by killing the giant Humbaba, cutting down the sacred cedar forest which he guards, and killing the Bull of Heaven.  Enkidu has ominus dreams of the destiny of tyrants who become slaves in the House of Death. Enkidu finally dies of an illness sent by the gods.  Horrified by Enkidu's death and the prospect of his own demise, Gilgamesh undertakes a quest for immortality.
1. What does Enkidu see in his vision of the Underworld?
2. What happens there to those who were rich and powerful while alive?
3. What does this imply for people like Gilgamesh and Enkidu?
4. Why is Gilgamesh so afraid after Enkidu's death?
5. What surprises Gilgamesh about Utnapishtim, the Faraway, when he first meets him?
6. What are his exact words?
7. What does this imply concerning his expectations, his values, his lifestyle?
8. Is there any relation between those expectations, values and lifestyle - that is, the sort of 
man Gilgamesh is – and his destiny? Explain. 
9. What does the life of Utnapshtim represent?
10. What is the significance of the story of the Flood which Utnapishitm tells Gilgamesh?
11. Why did the gods choose Utnapishtim to be saved?
12. What is the meaning of the test which Utnapishtim asks Gilgamesh to undertake? Why 

does Gilgamesh fail?
13. How is the character of Gilgamesh transformed in the course of his journeys?
14. How is he a different sort of man at the end, after his return home?
15. According to this epic, what is the best way of life?  That of Gilgamesh?  That of Enkidu?  

That of Utnapishtim? Explain.
Name: _________________________________________________
Period: ___________
The Epic of Gilgamesh, “The Story of The Flood” pgs. 41-43

 and The Book of Genesis, “Noah and the Flood” pgs. 70-73

Directions: 

After reading the background of both Ancient Hebrew and Ancient Sumerian culture and excerpts about the floods from both …Gilgamesh  and …Genesis, complete the table of comparison and contrast as it relates to various items 


	Items
	Genesis “The Flood,” 70-73
	Gilgamesh “The Flood,” 41-43

	causes for the flood


	
	

	qualities of the protagonist


	
	

	rewards given to protagonists


	
	

	insights offered about the religious beliefs of the respective cultures


	
	


