Extended Definition Essay

A term that does or does not define you

For this essay, you will need to choose a term that has been used to define you, or that you would use to define yourself; that is, some term that identifies who you really are (or aren’t) in some way.  

WHERE TO START?  BRAINSTORMING, OF COURSE.  Some considerations:

Decide on a term (obvi)

Dictionary Definition

Connotative meaning

When is the first time you ever heard the word?  What did it mean to you at that time?

Consider it’s meaning:


To you


To your family/friends


In varying conjugations


In varying places

Consider its uses


By different people


For differing purposes

What are others’ associations with the word

Instead of passive voice, consider implying the answer to each of these questions via story, making your reader ‘work for their meal’.  Consider also when you’ll need passive voice to really make clear a point you’re making.

Think about Gloria Naylor’s essay as a good example.

The grade for this essay will be based on the “so what?” factor.  How will you set yourself apart in this essay from every other essay I will read.  Be daring and honest – this essay should reveal who you are.  Voice and a unique approach will be heavily rewarded.  Also, as always, edit carefully.

Typed, MLA formatted Rough Draft due to class: 

