Discussion Questions Crime and Punishment

Part Two:

What does Raskolnikov experience in connection with the bloodstained sock, along with the other items he overlooked?  Why is that significant?

What effect does the story of Koch have on Raskolnikov?  Why is that significant?

What is the psychological explanation of Raskolnikov’s four-day delirium?

It has been said that, of all the characters in the novel, Dostoevsky dislikes only one – Luzhin.  How is the author’s dislike made evident?  What would make him the worst of all the characters?

What ideas of Luzhin irritate Raskolnikov, and why?

What is the list of crimes by intellectuals given during the conversation between Luzhin and Raskolnikov and why is it presented here?

What does the conversation between Raskolnikov and Zumyotov in the restaurant reveal about Raskolnikov at this point?

What is the significance of the suicide attempt that Raskolnikov witnesses?

What does Raskolnikov do in revisiting the scene of his crime, and why?

Why is it fitting for Marmeladov to die in Sonia’s arms?

What immediate effect does the death scene have on Raskolnikov and why?

Why does Raskolnikov faint when he sees his mother and sister?

