Beginning the Journey

Heart of Darkness: Where is Marlow now?
There is quite a bit of traveling done in the first section of this puzzling novel – so much so that it is easy to get lost. As you begin to read you are to delineate his travels. You are to trace the paces/events from the beginning of the story (which begins on page 65) up to the point where he is about to take a 200 mile “tramp” (page 86 at the bottom).  In charting his adventure to this point, please do the following:

· List events of importance that occurred on the way to each separate place
· List significant characters (and their traits) Marlow encounters
· Comment on Marlow’s reaction to the places he visits and the people he meets
As always is the case with text, use direct quotes and page numbers to support your claims. The places and events you are to trace are:
1. Gets appointment through his aunt (72).
2. Crosses Channel to Belgium from London 48 hours after appointment (73).
Please respond to all three bulleted items for his time spent in the “company town.” The company town, by the way, is Brussels, also referred to as the “whited sepulcher,” which comes from the biblical Book of Matthew. In the passage, Matthew describes “whited sepulchres” as something outwardly beautiful but inwardly ugly – specifically this contrast is meant to embody the notion of hypocrisy. Brussels is not mentioned directly, but it is historically the town he would be referring to in an indirect manner.

3. Leaves in a French steamer (78) and travels for 30 days (80) down the African Coast.
Please respond to all three bulleted items for his journey down the African Coast.

4. Mouth of river (which is the Congo, by the way) he switches boats.
5. He travels thirty miles up to the Outer Station (80).

Please respond to all three bulleted items for the ten days he spends at the Outer Station.


       6. He sets out for a 200 mile “tramp” across land (86).

Note: There will be a quiz covering this information.
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