Name: ______________________________________________  Period: _________________
Beowulf Reading Guide
These questions will help you on the test over main events of the epic.  They are also intended to help you with your analysis of the essential questions that we’re aiming to answer:

· Does the epic reflect two religious beliefs that was a reflection of the time period, or was Christianity added later?

· How does the epic reveal Anglo Saxon values and culture?

· How is Beowulf an example of the Anglo Saxon ideal hero?

Being as specific as you can in your answers will help you later with your essay.

Prologue:

1. Who is Shild?  What kind of person is he? 
2. What are “the rings” symbolic of?
3. Describe Shild’s burial .  What do the burial rituals suggest about the cultural values of the Danes?

4. How does the prologue establish the ethic of the poem?  

5. What religious views underlie the prologue?  (Give examples)

Grendel:

6. How is the existence of Grendel explained?  What belief system does this reflect?

7. Describe Grendel’s assaults on Herot.  How long do they last?  What is their result?

8. What is Grendel’s grievance against Hrothgar and Herot?

Beowulf:

9. What are the conditions under which Beowulf will fight Grendel?

10. Why does Beowulf choose to face Grendel unarmed?

11. How does Beowulf express his belief in fate?

The Battle with Grendel:
12. What evidence in this section supports the conclusion that ...”of all of the men on earth, Beowulf was the strongest.”

13. Why are the men of no help to Beowulf?

14. How is death described?  What belief system does this reflect?

Grendel’s Mother:

15. In what sense have the Danes and the monsters now “traded deaths”?

16. What does Beowulf say about vengeance and fame in this scene?  What do his statements indicate about traditional Anglo-Saxon values?

17. Describe Beowulf’s battle gear?
18. How does Beowulf’s protection help him in his fight with Grendel’s mother?  With what weapon does he slay her?  What else does he do with the same weaponry?

19. What does Beowulf bring back to the Danes as proof of victory over Grendel’s mother?

20. What inscriptions does Hrothgar find on the sword that Beowulf presents to him?

The Fire Dragon:

21. Why does the dragon awaken in anger?

22. Compare the dragon’s materialism with the materialism of the earlier part of the epic.

23. Why does Beowulf feel that he must have broken God’s law?  How, then, does he justify the Geats’ revenge?

24. How does Beowulf’s preparation for battle differ from that preceding his earlier encounters with Grendel and Grendel’s mother?

25. How does Beowulf know that fate is not with him in this battle?

26. In what ways does Wiglaf come to Beowulf’s aid?  Why does he do so?  How does the dragon die?

The Death of Beowulf:

27. What does Beowulf wish to see before his death?

28. How does Beowulf’s death reflect Anglo Saxon values?

29. How does the epic’s structure reflect Anglo Saxon values?
