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Course Overview

The AP Language and Composition course is a college level rhetoric course designed to prepare students for analytical, argumentative and expository college level writing and to teach students the importance of these modes as a “basis of academic and professional communication".  Skills acquired in this course have been proven instrumental toward student success in all areas of college coursework.  The course is organized by modes of discourse encompassing the three specified categories of writing and includes a variety of literature selections, primarily non-fiction.  These literature selections range from  historical documents to contemporary essays, along with visual arguments, on a variety of subjects.  All students are encouraged to take the AP exam in May.  

Class Goals

As taken from the College Board’s AP English Language and Composition Course Description, upon completion of this course students should be able to:


*
analyze and interpret essays and articles


*
identify and explain an author’s use of rhetorical strategies and techniques


*
apply effective strategies and techniques in personal writing


*
create and sustain arguments based on reading, research, and/or 



personal experience;


*
demonstrate understanding and mastery of standard written English as 


well as stylistic maturity in their own writings


*
produce expository and argumentative compositions that introduce a 


complex central idea and develop it with appropriate, specific evidence


*
move effectively through the stages of the writing process, with careful 


attention to inquiry and research, drafting, revising, editing, and review.

Behavioral Expectations
Please respect the views and property of everyone in the room. Please do not leave trash around the room. Ask my permission to leave the room. No whining, please.  If you find that something is not working, you will find me to be very approachable.   Because we have many discussions throughout the year, it is important to honor views that may differ from your own.  Respect is the key ingredient in my classroom. 

Writer's Notebook and Binder

Each student will maintain a three ring binder/Writing Notebook containing the following items:


Notes:


Comprehensive notes on daily class discussions, writing 
               



strategies and rhetorical elements 


Handouts:

Handouts will be referenced throughout the year


Literature:

Copies of all literature selections with annotations 


Process Essays:
Completed compositions with all drafts 


In Class Writes:
Prompts, rubrics and scored responses

Homework and Preparation

Because of the rigor of this class, in order to prepare for the AP test in the spring, and In order to ensure success, homework is unavoidable.  Students will be expected to come to class every day prepared to work with the text being studied.  Plan on 50 - 100 pages per week for reading, in addition to ongoing writing practice.    
Grade Criteria

I use standard points that translate to percentages:


A
90-100%


B
80-89%              C
70-79%



Reading 25% 

 Writing and Language 25%  

   Speaking & Listening 20%  

	Tests/In Class Writes 30%


	


In-class essays will be scored using the AP rubric:


9
100%



4
70%


8
95%



3
65%


7
90%



2
60%


6
85%



1
55%


5
80%

Expectations Regarding Writing

This course requires frequent writing practice - both formal and informal.  Formally, you will write for a variety of purposes and a variety of audiences.  These essays will be timed in class writes, as well as formal essays that we will work on over several weeks.  Informally, you will write to reflect on your choices as a writer as well as to explain the process by which you made these choices.  You will also write informally to process information and to deepen your understanding of important concepts.

Essay drafts must be brought to class on the due date - extensions will not be considered for peer editing.

Academic Dishonesty

Plagiarism – representing another person’s ideas as a student’s own – will not be tolerated.  Plagiarism within any assignment will immediately result in a zero on the assignment, parental contact and referral to administration.

Late Work Policy
Absences – I follow the school district guidelines.  However, if you are absent when an assignment (that you already knew about) is due, you are to hand in the assignment on your first day back to class.  It is your responsibility to see me about missed work as soon as you return.  I do not take late work, however I will consider one exception per semester, if arrangements are made with me personally.  Note:  I understand that AP students have busy lives.  I work with students to negotiate due dates, and if arrangements are made with me in advance, you will find that I am very accommodating.

I update my webpage regularly and expect students to return to class up to date on readings and assignments.  I am eager to help when needed, but "what did we do?" is a question I do not  expect to answer.  I assume that you will return to class prepared.  
The Plan
The pieces listed below may change, but are based on my most commonly used pieces.
Year Long Projects:


Rhetorical Device Glossary Project


During the year I will be encouraging you to familiarize yourself with some of the 

terminology that is used in rhetorical analysis.  The focus here is to learn how to 

write effective 
analysis. 


SAT Prep


This will take up the first 2-4 minutes of class each day, and will help you on test 

day!


Latin Roots/Vocabulary


We will use two different Latin Roots programs this year, both designed to help 

decipher unknown words.  This should also help with science classes.

Semester One

Unit 1: Introduction/Everything is an argument  (3-4 Weeks)


Introduction to rhetoric, the Aristotilian Triangle, the appeals, and strategies used 

to analyze text.  What is rhetoric?  What are the feature of an argument, and how


do we analyze it? What does the AP test look like?  What does it mean to engage 

in close reading of a text?  Introduction to narrative and invention to construct an 

argument.  (Three Weeks)



The Stranger in the Photo is Me, Donald Murray


Lou Gehrig's Farewell Speech


Hurt, Trent Reznor


A Faceless Man's Plea, Mike Royko


The Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson, etc.


Assessments:
SOAPStone, Preci, Narrative
Unit 2: Brave New World/Is modern society amusing itself to death?  (6 Weeks)

  
Continue to practice skills learned in first unit.  Introduction to argument, analysis, 

Introduction to analysis and definition as writing modes.  

Digital Nation, Frontline


Grade A:  the Market for  a Yale Woman's Eggs, Jessica Cohen


Dehumanized:  When Math & Science Rule the School, Mark Slouka


The Medium is the Metaphor, Neil Postman


Surviving Progress documentary


Hollow Men, T.S. Eliot


Our Zombies, Ourselves, James Parker


Lifeboat Ethics, Garrett Hardin


from The Singer Solution to World Poverty, Peter Singer


Inside North Korea documentary


Assessments:
SOAPStone, Preci, AP Questions, In Class Writes, 


Reading Checks, Socratic Seminars

Unit 3:  Civil Disobedience/What is a man's responsibility to his society? (8 Wks)


Continue to practice all previous skills.  What techniques are used in visual 

arguments, verbal arguments, and letters?  Introduction to Toulmin and Rogerian 

Argument.  Introduction to Synthesis. Explore the writing modes of definition and


compare/contrast


Civil Disobedience, Henry David Thoreau


Winterkill, Craig Lesley


Box Man, Barbara Lazear Ascher


Letter from Birmingham Jail, Martin Luther King


And Ain't I a Woman?  Sojourner Truth



The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas, Ursula Le Guin


Various current news clips for evaluation




Assessments:
In Class Writes, Definition Essay, Synthesis 


Presentation - Current examples of civil disobedience that meet


Thoreau's criteria compared/contrasted with those that don't.

Semester Final:



Two AP Test Questions:  Rhetorical Analysis and Argument


Synthesis Research Argument:  Is modern society amusing itself to death?
Semester Two 

AP Boot Camp will run throughout this semester.  We will practice double timed writes and multiple choice testing.  In addition, we will target problem areas for practice.
Unit 1:  In Cold Blood/Bias and Fallacies of Argument:  How do we know what to 

believe?  Introduce and practice detecting bias and fallacies of argument in 

advertising, politics, news, and life.  Introduction to cause and effect and 


classification writing modes.  (This unit is under construction)


NPR documentary - biased news


The World of Doublespeak, William Lutz


Shooting an Elephant, George Orwell


Yes Virginia, there is a Santa Claus, Francis P. Church


The Ways we Lie, Stephanie Ericsson


A Modest Proposal, Jonathan Swift


Girl Moved to Tears by Of Mice and Men, The Onion


Assessments:
Classification Essay, In Class Writes, AP Questions

Unit 2:
  Gender:  what is the impact of the roles society creates and enforces?  

Continue to practice all skills listed above.  Discern the thesis in a piece of difficult 

literature.  Understand how to interpret information in notes/citations of an 


argument.  Introduction to satire.  Apply synthesis practice to a cold AP prompt/

topic. 


The Yellow Wallpaper, Charlotte Perkins Gilman


Trifles, Susan Glaspell


About Men, Gretel Ehrlich


On Being A Man, Paul Theroux


The Short Happy Life of Francis Macomber, Ernest Hemingway


Barbie Doll, Marge Piercy


Size Six:  A Western Woman's Harem, Fatema Mernissi


Shakespeare's Sister, Virginia Woolf


A Rose for Emily, William Faulkner


Mind Over Muscle, David Brooks


A Woman's Brains, Stephen Jay Gould


Assessments:
Compare/Contrast Essay, AP Questions, In Class 


Writes

Unit 3:

Gatsby/American Dream - Is the American Dream Alive and Well?


This unit usually comes after the AP test, and finishes the year.  It is always


a collection of those articles we did not have time to cover in class.  It also 


includes a look at The Lost Generation and modern disillusionment contrasted


with American Exceptionalism.
